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Dear Friends, 

For close to two years we, the community of  Grace Church, have had a fellowship 

that is, to say the least, out of  the ordinary.  We've had no resident priest, Covid  

restricted liturgies, and live streamed services with, finally, some return to normalcy 

with our incredible lay worship teams and the occasional visiting priest. Despite the 

challenges of  a pandemic, Grace Church has not only survived, but thrived! 

 

Even in these difficult times the congregation has maintained its membership as well 

as their pledges to support Grace and its ministry, and for that we are very thankful 

and blessed.  We are grateful for new members and the baptism of  Roosmary  

Donnelly, the young daughter in one of  our new families. It is our hope that we will  

continue on that path. Imagine what we can do with a new resident vicar!  

Housing on Lopez is in short supply --  either for rent or for purchase -- and in order 

to attract a priest (and family) we need to be able to offer housing. As Bishop Rickel 

advised the Bishop’s Committee last May of  2020: 

“Most essential is to build a house. If  Grace had a residence the church would 

have lots of  options. There are people who were very interested in Lopez, but 

when they were told that there was no housing, they dropped out.” 

The theme of  our program, “Grace to Grow – Grace to Serve” helps us realize that 

we, in order to grow, must serve… and one way we can serve is to support financially 

both our ongoing ministry and helping raise money for the residence. 

The future of  our church will be tremendously blessed through our financial  

commitments. Together we can achieve amazing things for Grace Church, in the ser-

vice of  our Lord. 

Blessings 

 

The Campaign Committee   



Grace Episcopal Church 
Our History 

 

From its tiny beginning in 1954, as a “Church by Mail” Sunday school in Bob and Margaret 
Jenison’s living room, the Grace Church congregation has met regularly. Under the leader-
ship of its faithful lay readers and the women of Grace Guild, it met first in Hetzler’s Lopez 
Inn, then in the Landmark Center Church where the oil lamps were filled and raised to the 
ceiling each week, and the fire in the stove stoked early in the day to be warm in time for 
church. The group chose the name “Grace Church” in 1955 and the first service was held at 
Lopez Inn on March 17th of that year with the Rev. Ted Leche officiating.  
 
In 1956 the Rev. Glion Thomas Benson was appointed as Vicar of the San Juan Islands 
Missions. He conducted Sunday morning services on Orcas, traveled in his boat to Lopez 
for afternoon services at Grace, followed by evening services in Friday Harbor on San Juan 
Island. For a period in the 1960s, the congregation met in Russell Knight’s unoccupied farm. 
When land was donated on Humphrey Head by Mr. and Mrs. Ray Spencer, Fr. Benson    
inspired the congregation to action. He motivated the small congregation to build Grace 
Church on the donated land and labored along with the contractor and the congregation to 
build the church.  
 
Services were first held in the new church building on December 22, 1968 with Fr. Leche 
and Fr. Benson officiating. The parish hall addition, Benson Hall, was finished in 1972. The 
altar, carved and built by an Orcas Island artisan, was dedicated July 8, 1973, and Bishop 
Robert H. Cochrane officially dedicated Grace Church on March 10, 1977. Grace Church 
became an independent mission station on January 1, 1984, and the advent of the Rev. 
John Lockerby as half-time resident vicar on June 1, 1984, gave the congregation needed 
stability and hope. Grace church was accepted as a mission in union with diocesan conven-
tion on November 7, 1986.  
 
As the congregation grew, Fr. Lockerby and others began to envision a new Church in 
Lopez Village which would move the church into a more visible and public ministry in the 
heart of the community. This vision became a reality on the afternoon of September 22, 
1997 as clergy – including most of the former vicars of Grace Church – and members of the 
congregation gathered on a hillside to hold a ground breaking service for a new church 
building. Bishop Vincent W. Warner invoked a blessing and turned the first spade full of 
earth. Located on a gently sloping hill above the village, the building features a bell tower 
and clerestory windows made by local artists and originally installed in the old church. The 
congregation held the inaugural service in the building in November 1998 and Bishop  
Warner dedicated the church along with its newly constructed parish hall in June 1999. 
Since that time there have been three resident vicars. 
 
Our location in the Village has allowed Grace Church to deepen its relationships with those 
of other faiths and with other organizations on the island by being able to offer space as well 
as friendship. Since moving, average attendance at Sunday services doubled and lay partic-
ipation is high. Individual members are generous in supporting charities of The Episcopal 
Church and the diocese., as well as involvement in many local service organizations. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH – Lopez Island, WA 
Fall 2021 

 

Q:  What is the Grace to Grow – Grace to Serve Campaign all about? 
A: As a church, we seek to provide for the future strength of our congregation in   
attracting and retaining exceptional pastoral leadership.  Our capital campaign goal is 
to raise funds to build a vicarage on our church property. 
 

Q: Why is our campaign so important? 
A:       Quite simply — Grace Church needs a vicar. A vicar needs a home. A resident 
vicar provides a priest at the altar, a pastor to the congregation, and a preacher and 
teacher to young and old. 
 

Q: What is the estimated cost of this project?  
A:      The estimated cost to build the vicarage is $600,000. 
 
Q:      Why this design? 
A:      This design was carefully chosen to reflect the architectural design of the existing 
church buildings. It is of sufficient size to provide a residence for the vicar and  
family, a Vicar’s study for consultations, and a separate space for visiting clergy or  
musicians. 
 

Q: What can I do, and how can I do it? 
A: To meet the financial goals of our capital campaign, each of us will be asked to 
commit a generous and sacrificial gift above and beyond our regular giving. 
 

Each of us is encouraged to prayerfully consider - and joyfully celebrate - the many 
blessings God has given us, and the capacity we have for giving and sharing           
generously. The choice is ours to freely commit that which has been entrusted to us.  

Your support builds upon the generosity of so many who have stepped forward in    
support of this effort, and will help Grace Church continue its vibrant mission in our       
community.  Your three-year commitment to the Grace to Grow – Grace to Serve  
capital campaign may be paid in weekly, monthly, quarterly, annual, or one-time gifts            
increments.  

 

Q: What if my financial circumstances change? 
A:      Financial pledges are not legal obligations; however, it is anticipated that  
members will make their pledges in good faith and will fulfill these fully. If circumstances 
change, you may revise your pledge by notifying the church.  
 

Sunday, December 19 will be our Commitment Sunday when we will be invited to 
make both our annual stewardship commitment (a 1-year pledge to fund our annual 
ministry program) and a 3-year financial pledge, over and above our regular giving to 
our capital campaign fund. The gifts received from our Grace to Grow – Grace to 
Serve Capital Campaign will enhance our capacity to call Vicars to serve us in years 
ahead. 
 

We have the privilege and opportunity to carry forward the legacy of Grace Episcopal 
Church, celebrate the abundance God places in our lives and carry forward 

God’s vision for us here. 



 

Responding to God’s Call 

Pray 
Pray for God to guide you as you consider how to share your financial resources in our   
campaign over the next three years.  Remember that these gifts are above and beyond our 
regular offerings, and will help revitalize our church facilities for improved ministry and      
service. 
 

Listen 
Tune your heart to discover how God wants you to give of your time, talents, and financial  
resources. 
 

Commit 
As God guides you, make your commitment to the campaign.  The key is not how much 
money is committed, but how generous each of us is for the sake of the ministry of our 
church.  Everyone’s precious gifts are needed!   
 

Celebrate 
Thank the Lord for the abundance in your life, and give thanks for the calling you have to 
carry out God’s work in this place. “On every Lord’s Day you should put aside something 
from what you have earned during the week, and use it for this offering.  The amount de-
pends on how much the Lord has helped you earn.”  (I Corinthians 16:2) 

 

How We’ll Reach Our Financial Goal 
 

It takes everyone . . . 

# of Gifts Amount 
(total over 3 years) 

Total Cumulative Total 

1 $60,000 $60,000 $60,000 

3 $45,000 $135,000 $195,000 

4 $33,000 $132,000 $327,000 

5 $21,000 $105,000 $432,000 

6 $15,000 $90,000 $522,000 

7 $6,000 $42,000 $564,000 

8 $3,000 $24,000 $588,000 

11 $300 - $1,500 $12,000 $600,000 

45     $600,000 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

. 
 

 

 

 

CREATIVE GIFT PLANNING 
 

Many of us are experienced at stewardship to the mission and ministry of Grace Episcopal 
Church.  Some members tithe (give 10% of total income), and some exceed the tithe in 
their giving.  Most of us provide from our current resources – checking and savings – to 
supply our support of the church. Often, however, gifts for capital campaigns are contribut-
ed in ways other than cash and checkbook.  Let's think outside the box and be creative in 
our giving.  
 

Gifts of Appreciated Investments 
Donations of appreciated long-term stocks, mutual funds, or other investments are an    
excellent way to support our church.  When you donate appreciated investments, you do 
not pay capital gains tax, and you receive a charitable deduction for the full fair market  
value on the date of the donation. 
 

Gifting from an IRA 
If you are over the age of 70 ½ you can make a tax free charitable contribution to the 
church from your IRA.  The contribution must be made directly from your IRA to the church 
and it may be applied to your Required Minimum Distribution. 
 

Life Insurance 
You may consider donating existing life insurance by making the church both the owner 
and the beneficiary of the policy.  If the policy is whole (ordinary) life insurance, you will 
receive an immediate tax deduction for the cash value on your federal income tax, and, if 
you continue to pay future premiums, can take future deductions.  
 

Lifestyle Giving 
Another way to generate gifts for our campaign is to consider lifestyle adjustments.     
Postponing the purchase of an automobile or remodeling of a home, are all ways to “find 
money” in order to make a generous gift. 
 

Rental Income from Real Property 
Some members may own either a vacation home/condo or a time share property.        
Consider renting out your property and gifting all or a portion of the rental income to the 
church. 
 

Real Property as a Charitable Gift 
There are two main methods for real estate to be given as a charitable gift.  The first is an 
outright gift of the property.  This is the simplest, most direct method resulting in the most 
immediate tax benefit.  The second method involves bequests either through one’s will, 
establishment of trusts or annuities.  For the latter there are various tax benefits             
depending upon the specifics of the bequest and upon the individual’s life circumstances 
and desires. 
 

Help with your Gift Planning 
Grace Episcopal Church has people who can assist you if you are considering making 
gifts using the techniques listed above.  For assistance or more information, please      
contact the church. 

  

Note:  Grace Episcopal Church cannot give legal advice. You are encouraged to consult 
your professional advisor before implementing any of the above plans. 



 
 

 

May the Lord bless us and keep us. 

May the Lord’s face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

May God give us grace never to sell ourselves short; 

Grace to risk something big for something good; 

Grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for 

anything but truth 

and too small for anything but love; 

So, may God take our minds and think through them; 

May God take our lips and speak through them; 

May God take our hearts and set them on fire. 

Through the power of God who created us, 

Who is redeeming us, 

And whose holy presence refuses to leave us unchanged. 

     

 
                                                           William Sloan Coffin 



                       NOTES 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
 

That all may know God in Christ. 


